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| Senator | renews crusade a 


By Fe BRIAND? 
Herald Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — „A senator is‘: 


renewing his crusade against a law 
he says encourages companies to 


scoop out fortunes in minerals 


from federal lands without paying 
Uncle Sam ‘‘one red cent.” 

“If I. were king, I'd stop this 
whole (situation),”” said Sen. Dale 
Bumpers, D-Ark. “I wouldn't be 
talking to miners or anybody else. 
But I live in the real world, and so 
I’m trying to do the best I can with 

` conditions as they are.’ 

Bumpers spoke to reporters 
Thursday shortly before introduc- 
ing his latest version of a plan to 
alter the 1872 Mining Law. _ 

Under the law, companies ex- 
tract $4 billion of hard-rock miner- 
als — gold, silver, iron, palladium 
— each year from lands that the 
federal government has sold for as 
little as $2.50 per acre, he said. 

The law also does not require 
companies to restore a site after 
shutting down the mine. As a re- 
sult, more than 70 former mines 
are on the government's ‘‘Super- 
fund” list. A clean-up could cost 
as much as $50 billion. 

“The whole process is so outra- 
geous that it’s almost unbelieva- 
ble,’’ Bumpers said. 


Bumipers has introduced simi 
measures before but failed to get 
them past the mining industry and 


the Bush administration. Last - 


year, Bumper's amendment to 
temporarily halt abuses under the 
law died in the Senate on a 52-44 
vote. : 

Bumpers’ reform bill would out- 
law the sale of federal lands, 
strengthen environmental regula- 
tions regarding mining, and re- 
quire mining companies to pay an 
8 percent royalty fee. - 


That fee is a bargain compared * 


to royalties mining companies pay 
on private land, he said. In Ne- 
vada, for example, a landowner 
charges gold and silver miners an 
18 percent royalty. 


Environmentalists praised the, 


bill. 
“This is a banner day,” said 
Nancy Green of The Wilderness 


Society. ‘‘The General Mining - 


Law of 1872 is an antiquated relic 
that has far outlived its time and 


should be confined to history's slag - 


heap.’ 
But Philip Hocker of the Miner- 
al Policy Center-in Washington, 


D.C., said the bill doesn’t go far - 


enough. 

Hocker, president of the public 
advocacy group, said he would 
prefer a 12 percent royalty pay- 


ilar ment, . 
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royalties that the federal govern- 
ment already feceives. =: Y * 
Of the estimated $320 million 
generated by new royalties, Bump- 
ers said one-third would be ear- 
marked for clean-up projects. The 
rest would be split between the 
federal government and the states. 
The measure is similar to a 


House bill introduced by Rep.. 


Nick Joe Rahall II, D-W.Va., at 
the beginning of this month. 

The Mining Act was signed into 
law by President Ulysses S. Grant 
to encourage prospecting on feder- 
al lands in the West and spark de- 
velopment. 

If prospectors strike it rich, they 
may file a claim to the property and 
sell the minerals yithout paying 
the government royalties. The 
claim is good as long. as the miner 
performs at least $100 worth of 
work each year. 


After establishing a , claim, a 
miner can get outright ownership 
— patent — with proof that a valua- 
ble deposit exist 
of work has been done. 


Through patenting, "federal land. 
is available for between $2.50 and: 


$5 per acre. Bumpers said that 
since 1987 alone, the government 


has given away $94 billion | worth 
and. .. ~ investments and retire fi nancialy 


E a speech on the Senate floor, 


Bumpers used a Montana mining 


company as an example of how the 
private sector takes advantage of 
the law. 


“Four days: after I narrowly lost * 


a vote on mining reform in 1990, 
the Stillwater Mining Co. applied 
for 25 patents covering 2,036 acres 
of federal land,” he said. . 

“Tf they receive that patent, they 
will pay the whopping sum of 
$10,180 for both the land and the 
$32 billion in platinum and pallad- 
ium that lies under it.” 


Clinic at 378-7759. 


Women's cancer screening 


Feb. 3, 12 pm to 6 pm, Manti Stake 
Center, phone 835-2231. 


Feb. 4, 8:30 a.m. a 3:30 pm, Gunnison ` 
Stake 


Center, phone 528-7 
clinics will include 2 a Pap smear, pelvic 
and breast examinations, blood pressure 
to test for colorectal 


checi 
cancer, health education information on risk 
signs and symptoms of cancer and 


factors, bd 
referral for appropriate medical 1 follow-up. A A 
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gainst 1872 ‚Mining Law. UVCC. offers money _ 
management seminar 


OREM — Utah Valley Commu- 
nity College’s division of continu- 
ing education will be hosting ` a 
money. ‘management seminar 
which. will discuss how to lower 
taxes, lower insurance costs, plan 


independent. 


Session one will consist of. dis- 
cussions titled *“Your Foundations 
for Financial Independence” and 
“*Putting Your Dollars to Work 
(continued),’’ ‘‘Understanding 


College Funding for Your Chil- © 
Sn 7 eRetireiaent Plan _ vidual or couple, with a mongy-* ] 


dren,” ‘‘Retirement Planning,” 
“Understanding the True Nature 
of De and ‘‘How to Get on of 
Debt 


Retirement planning, risk man- 


agement and estate planning will 
be discussed i in the third and last 


Thursday 


Law Society auction 
The second annual service auction to benefit 
the Public Interest, Law Society scholarship 
fund will be held at 6:30 p.m.-in the Moot 
Court Rocin (Room 303) at the J. Reuben 
Clark Law School on the BYU campus. 
The items-to be auctioned off will be varied 
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The three-part seminar is of- 
fered at two different times; either + 
once a week for three weeks on : i 
Wednesdays or once a week for + 
three weeks on Thursdays. > 
Wednesday sessions will be held in = : 
the Student Center room: 117, + 
Orem campus, on Feb. 3, 10 and: 
17 from 6 p. m. to9 p.m. Thursday = 
sessions will be held in the Science - 
Building room 102, Orem campus, * 
on Feb. 11 18, 25, from 6-9 p. m. . 


Registration fee is-$69 per indi- : 


es 


back guarantee offered if partici- + 
pants do not find the seminar » 
worthwhile. 


For more informática regarding! + 
the seminar or registration, call : 
Chris Bird at 222-8000 ext. 8495. 


Creekside suppor group ` 
Creekside Home Health Care will sponsor its = 


monthly support group meeting at the Eldred .. 
Senior Citizens Center, 270 West 500 North, - 


PUCK S CARESS TUI 


History and its Peo] le,” from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. e 
t Ballroom, Student Center. * 


in UVCC Student 


